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NORBAMENSA IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF  

NORTH  ALABAMA  MENSA,  GROUP #356 
 

VOLUME 34,  Number 1 
 

January 2010 

“It is a hopeless endeavour to unite 

the contrarieties of spring and winter; 

it is unjust to claim the privileges of 
age, and retain the play-things of 

childhood”  -  Samuel Johnson  
(English Poet, Critic and Writer. 1709-1784) 



 North Alabama Mensa Purpose Statement 
To provide a social atmosphere and the interplay of ideas and words 
through organized activities; to encourage acceptance and friendship in a 
community of peers.  To foster personal growth and learning through 
experiments in adventure such as: meeting diverse and interesting 
people, traveling, participating in activities with other groups, contributing 
to local group efforts, offering leadership opportunities, and networking. 
 

HOW TO SUBMIT MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION 
To submit an article for publication in NORBAMENSA, mail, email or give 
your editor a semi-legible copy.  Typewritten, computer generated files, 
back of bar napkins, or any other legible format will be accepted. E-mail 
will be cheerfully and gratefully accepted. Stuff that we can’t decipher 
says whatever we want it to say! The deadline occurs at the monthly 
Dinner Meeting prior to publication, but there’s always next month. Letters 
to the editor are encouraged. 
 

NORTH ALABAMA MENSA WEB SITE 
http://www.northalabama.us.mensa.org 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT LIST 
Sign up by sending an email from the email address you wish to use to: 

NorthAlabamaMensa-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 

NORBAMENSA STAFF 
 

Editor: Louise Hardin 
PO Box 485, Meridianville, AL 35759-0485 
Phone:   (256) 829-5460 
E-mail:   louise.hardin@gmail.com 
 

Circulation Manager: Roger Williams 
7005 Hedgemont Lane SE, Huntsville AL 35802 
Phone:   (256) 883-0178 
E-mail:   rogerwms@juno.com 
 

USPS-695-450 
NORBAMENSA, published monthly, is the official publication of North Alabama Mensa, 
group #356.  Current members of American mensa, Ltd. who reside in north Alabama or 

affiliate with the North Alabama Mensa Chapter receive NORBAMENSA through a part of 
their national dues.  Anyone else, Mensan or non-Mensan, may subscribe at an annual rate 
of $7.00 plus sufficient pre-addressed stick-on mailing labels for the duration of the 

subscription. Known office of publication: 7005 Hedgemont Lane, Huntsville AL 35802. 
 

Periodical postage paid at Huntsville, AL. 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes (Form 3575) to American Mensa Ltd., 
1229 Corporate Drive West, Arlington TX 76006-6103 
 

NORBAMENSA provides advertising as a service to our members and business owners.  
Audience is approximately 250 Mensans, their families, and a variety of other intelligent life 
forms both locally and nationwide.  Rates $7.50 per 1/4 page, $30.00 per full page. 
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NORTH ALABAMA MENSA INFORMATION 
 

Local Secretary - Mike Wilkinson  

4903 Saddle Ridge Dr., Owens Cross Roads, AL  35763  
(256) 541-5720  [mhwilk@comcast.net]  
 

Membership Chair - Travis Hardin  
P.O. Box 485 (235 Wells Rd), Meridianville, AL   35759  
(256) 829-5460   [th@intelec.us]  
 

Recording Secretary  - Barbara Ward  

10029 Willow Cove Road SE, Huntsville, AL   35803-2623 
(256) 883-6403  [bward@hiwaay.net] 
 

Trea$urer - Roger Williams 

7005 Hedgemont Lane SE, Huntsville, AL   35802-2411   
(256) 883-0178  [rogerwms@juno.com] 
 

Program Chair and Lone Arranger - OPEN 
 
 

 
 

Testing Coordinator - Richard Randall 

114 Shoalford Drive, Huntsville, AL   35806 
(256) 837-9419  [r2rplus4@bellsouth.net] 
 

Scholarship Chair - Dwight Maxwell 
PO Box 4936, Huntsville, AL   35815 
(256) 651-8738  [tuckerbear@yahoo.com] 
 

Gifted Children Coordinator - Martha Williams 

7005 Hedgemont Lane SE, Huntsville AL   35802-2411 
(256) 883-0178  [marthafeld@earthlink.net] 
 

Publicity Chair and SIGHT Coordinator - Katherine Levine  

1215 Blevins Gap Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 35802-2707 
(256) 881-4809   [katherine.reflections@juno.com] 
 

Webmaster and Ombudsman - Robert Ward 
10029 Willow Cove Road SE, Huntsville, AL   35803-2623 
(256) 883-6403  [bward@hiwaay.net] 
 

Community Service Chair - Cristina H. Hinkle 

2111 Edinburgh Drive, Huntsville, AL   35803 
(256) 337-7296  [Chinkle@cohesionforce.com] 
 

Regional Vice Chair - Nick Sanford 

2217 Marion St., Hoover, AL  35226 
(205) 822-0380  [MensaRVC5@gmail.com] 
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Mike Wilkinson will contact each  

Trivia Answers  

1. January 22, 1901 
2. January 22, 1968 
3. Richard Nixon 
4. The Gibb brothers (Bee Gees) 
5. Chevy Corvair 
6. Fidel Castro 
7. 1753 
8. 1918 
9. Flavian Amphitheatre 
10. 13 inches by 6 inches 

9 

                                                    attendee for their evaluation of  the 
Pep Rally.: All receipts were given to Mike to submit to National for 
reimbursement against the $1000 awarded to Cristina Hinkle. 
 
Barbara Ward volunteered to be Recording Secretary. She was      
accepted immediately by unanimous vote of the ExCom. 
 
Bob Ward volunteered to be Ombudsman, a post not filled in many 
years, and was accepted unanimously by the ExCom to fill the ap-
pointed position. 
 
After Bob Ward urged the need for advance planning for the August 
2010 Huntsville Regional Gathering, Travis formed a motion “that the 
ExCom authorize an RG in August with Shirley Sims as RG commit-
tee chair and RG chair, Louise Hardin as hospitality chair, Bob and 
Barbara Ward as registrars, and Bob Ward as treasurer of the RG.” 
The motion passed unanimously.  The RG chair is asked to begin 
planning meetings at her earliest convenience and to contact the Bir-
mingham people about planning meetings.  The ExCom reviews and 
approves the hotel contract and the RG budget. 
 
Martha Williams requested that, at the January meeting, an award be 
made to  Oakwood University professor Dr. Kenneth LaiHing, who 
has for 20 years helped sponsor the annual Kids Trek Chemistry 
Night. The request was approved and the meeting was adjourned. 

FS&M and Initial RG Planning Meeting 
Saturday, January 23 at 2:00 PM 
 
This month, the newsletter folding and labeling party will be hosted by 
Ken Shepard & Shirley Sims-Shepard at their home on Saturday, Janu-
ary 23rd at 2:00 PM. Snacks provided. 
 
Shirley has been appointed by the ExCom as the Chair for North Ala-
bama’s Regional Gathering (RG) to be held in August.  There’s much to 
be done in preparation, and now is the time for an initial planning meet-
ing. This discussion immediately follows the FS&M. (For our newer 
members, an RG is a weekend party with speakers, games, food, en-
tertainment and fun with Mensans from the local group and surrounding 
area.)  Volunteers are needed in all parts of the RG.  Come to help plan 
the party, or to just find out what is going on. 
 
Shirley and Ken live at 13 Shadow Way in Decatur, AL  35603.  They 
can be reached at (256) 355-7881 home, (256) 565-7967 cell. The cell 
phone doesn't always have a signal in the house. 
 
Since Shirley and Ken live in a new subdivision, and the address is not 
yet available by GPS or by Google or Yahoo maps, here are written 
directions: 
 
From Huntsville or Madison, head west on I-565 and then go south on I-
65. From there, take exit 334, which is the Decatur/Priceville/
Somerville/Highway 67 exit. Turn left on Highway 67. Go about 2 miles, 
watching on the right for the yellow road sign that indicates that the 
highway narrows ahead. Immediately past that sign, get in the right turn 
lane and then make a right turn into the Shadow Mountain subdivision, 
which is marked by a small green street sign that says Shadow Moun-
tain. There is also a white wooden sign advertising lots in the Shadow 
Mountain subdivision. As soon as you make the turn, you will see our 
house on the right side of the street, at the next corner. Park anywhere 
in the driveway, in the front drive-through, or on the street. Come in the 
front door and have a great time. 
 
Those traveling from places other than Huntsville or Madison will simply 
head southeast on Highway 67 past the Wheeler Wildlife Refuge, under 
the I-65 overpass, and pick up the directions where it says go about 2 
miles, watching on the right for the yellow road sign. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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January Dinner Meeting at Tai Pan   
Sunday, January 17 at 6:30 PM 
 

 
This month’s dinner meeting will be at Tai Pan Chinese Palace Restau-
rant on 2012 Memorial Pkwy SW, Huntsville, AL 35801,  
 
Our speaker this month is Scott Williams of Huntsville, inventor of the 
board game “Cerebration.” From the Web site: "Cerebration" is "the 
board game combining logic, luck and laughter." This new and unique 
creation explores new concepts in board game entertainment. Unlike 
trivia games, "Cerebration" also poses questions drawing on the cogni-
tive skills of inductive reasoning, deductive reasoning, and pattern rec-
ognition. Additionally, the luck of rolling the die plays a significant role in 
the outcome of the game, allowing persons of different age and experi-
ence to have fun and play competitively. (For more information, see 
http://www.cerebration-theboardgame.com) 
 
Don’t forget to bring your “white elephants” to the dinner meeting.  
These are items you no longer treasure, but think someone else will. 
Items are brought in bags and Gordon Parks acts as the Master of 
Ceremonies assigning numbers to names and coordinating the fun.  
The most popular items are books and magazines - Mensans never 
have enough to read! 
 

Summary of ExCom Meetings 
Courtesy of Travis Hardin, acting Secretary  
 
 

SEP 13, 2009 ExCom Meeting  
 
The ExCom met at the home of Mike Wilkinson at 1 p.m. ExCom mem-
bers present were Walter Stenberg (program chair), Louise Hardin 
(newsletter editor), Mike Wilkinson (local secretary), Travis Hardin 
(membership chair), and Roger Williams (treasurer). Members present 
were Cristina Hinkle and Bill Adams.  
 
Cristina Hinkle presented a plan for a pep rally for members to gather 
informally to eat, mingle, talk of revitalizing the group and hearing about 
mini-volunteer opportunities. Cristina presented a spreadsheet of pro-
jected expenses. LeAnn’s on Church Street in Huntsville was chosen 
and scheduled for November 10th, 5:30 to 8 p.m.  
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Mensaversaries! 
 
Jennifer Joy Allen 1/2003 Keith A Banks 1/2009 
Amy Bedingfield 1/1989 Leon Bell III 1/1997 
Jessica L Busse 1/2005 Stephen Lee Cagle 1/2008 
Dr Frank A Camaratta Jr 1/2005 Roger P Chassay Jr 1/2007 
Chris Collins 1/2005 Jacqueline R Crepeau 1/2006 
Freda Daily 1/1998 Matthew Gargis 1/2004 
Robert C Glover II 1/1980 Megan Nicole Green 1/2009 
Lucas B Howell 1/2008 Ann Jenkins 1/2005 
Mark Kennady 1/1987 Virginia Ponds Kobler 1/2009 
Alfred R Matthews 1/1977 Kristie Murphy 1/2007 
Ginger Reed Neuschatz 1/2009 James Patrick Pace 1/2000 
Gail A Patterson 1/2007 Mary K Perkins 1/2008 
James H Rogers 1/1991 Alicia G Shelley 1/2003 
Jeremy Shelley 1/2003 Mar Mae Symonds  1/1997 
Bruce Wingo 1/2000 Lance C Wright 1/1994 
 
 
Welcome to Phillip E Clardy, who recently moved to Huntsville 
 
 
 

The Topic is Trivia  
Courtesy of Valeta Glover  
 

1. When did Queen Victoria die? 
2. When was “Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In” introduced? 
3. What presidential candidate appeared on Laugh-In later that 

year? 
4. What group wrote six songs that became Number 1 pop hits 

in 1977-78? 
5. What car was Ralph Nader’s “Unsafe at Any Speed” written 

about? 
6. What world leader came to power of January 1, 1959? 
7. The Gregorian calendar was first instituted in 1582; when did 

Sweden adopt it? 
8. When did Russia adopt the Gregorian calendar? 
9. What was the Coliseum in Rome originally called? 
10. What was the size of the first footprint on the moon? 
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January Event Details 
 

 

Friday, January 8, 5:30 pm:  
Temperance @ Timôs Cajun Kitchen, 114 Jordan Lane, just 
North of I-565, Huntsville. (256) 533-7589 
Support the removal of alcohol by drinking it up— or just 
unwind with an appetizer, dinner or dessert. 
 

Wednesday, January 13,  6:30 pm:  
Letôs Eat - Huntsville @ Surin of Thailand, 975 Airport Road 
Huntsville, AL (256) 213-9866   www.surinofthailand.com  
Look for hostess Katherine Levine and the Let’s Eat regulars.  
 

Sunday, January 17, 6:30 pm:  
Monthly Dinner Meeting @  Tai Pan Palace, 2012 Memorial 
Pkwy., (Sw corner at Governors Drive) Huntsville. (256) 539-
5797. See details on page 4 
 

Saturday, January 23, 2:00 pm:  
FS&M and RG Planning @ Shirley and Ken Shepard’s home   
13 Shadow Way in Decatur, AL  35603.   Details on page 3. 

 
Wednesday, January 27, 5:30 pm:  

Letôs Eat - Madison  @ Surin of Thailand; 7840 Hwy 72 W, 
Madison. (256) 895-3331 www.surinofthailand.com  
Another opportunity to have fun with fellow Mensans,  Hosted 
by Louise Hardin and Susan Scott. 
 

Sunday, January 31, 6:30 pm:  
Family Sunday Dinner @ China Buffet II; 10020 S Memorial 
Pkwy, in front of Home Depot. (256) 881-8810. Bring the family 
out to dinner! Hosted by Don & Joan Derry and Katherine 
Levine. 

 

 January Birthdays 
 
 

Henry E Ahler 1/10 Dick Cooper 1/26 
Paul Dixson 1/3 Howard C Graves III 1/12 
Megan Nicole Green 1/13 Joseph Peter Hale II 1/17 
Cristina H Hinkle 1/31 Miranda Martin 1/20 
Amy Rebecca Newson 1/26 Shirley Sims-Shepard 1/5 
Monte Washburn 1/23 
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Louise will order giveaways and door prizes from the Mensa Store. The 
treasurer will reimburse expenses up to the amount won by Cristina 
from national. Flyers will be mailed to reach each member by 20 
October. The flyer will be essentially what Cristina has designed. 
Treasurer and Circulation Manager Roger Williams will print them and 
see if the mailing permit can be used. The group approved the plans by 
acclamation and thanked Cristina who left at 2:30. 
 
Program chair Walter Stenberg told about the next two programs and 
gave a review of the process of obtaining speakers and the uncertainty 
involved. The group thanked Walter for his good work. 
 
Louise expressed concern that non-Mensa members can see birthdays 
on our local group's Facebook page. Martha Williams, owner of the 
page, agreed to make membership "Mensa only" in the Mensa North 
Alabama Facebook group. 
 
Louise also suggested the local newsletter be viewable on line only at 
the password-protected national Web site. The issue was not settled. 
 
Louise and Mike proposed the next ExCom meeting be at the 
November FSM on the 21st or 22nd provided the host agrees. 
 
Adjourned at 3 p.m. 
———————— 
 
November 22, 2009 ExCom Meeting  
 
The ExCom met at the home of Rob and Valeta Glover and was called 
to order at 5:20 p.m. by Local Secretary Mike Wilkinson. ExCom 
members present were Louise Hardin (newsletter editor), Mike 
Wilkinson (local secretary), Travis Hardin (membership chair), and 
Roger Williams (treasurer). Members present were Rob and Valeta 
Glover and Bill Adams. Bob and Barbara Ward arrived shortly. 
 
Walter Stenberg resigned as program chair, and that post is open. 
 
Cristina Hinkle, community services chair, was contacted by speaker 
phone to discuss how to integrate new volunteers into the group. 
Mensan Alex Hardy has volunteered his help for the March Alzheimer’s 
Association show, for the scholarship committee and to plan 
membership activity.  He is a proven organizer in Huntsville. The 
ExCom thanked Cristina.  
      (continued on page 9) 
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January 2010 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8  5:30 PM 

Temperance @ 
Timôs Cajun 
Kitchen 

9 

10 11 12 13  

6:30 pm - Letôs 
Eat Huntsville 
@ Surin 

14 15 16 

17  

6:30 PM  
Dinner Meeting 
@ Tai Pan 

18 19 20 21 22 23  

2:00 pm FS&M  
& RG Planning 
@ Shepardôs 

24 25 26 27  

5:30 pm - Letôs 
Eat in Madison 
@ Surin 

28 29 30 

316:30 pm- 

Family Chinese  
Dinner @ China 
Buffet II 
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ñThe counsels of old age give light without heat, like the sun in winter.ò 
 Vauvenargues, Marquis de  (French moralist and essayist, 1715-1747) 

ñFor the unlearned, old age is winter; for the learned 
it is the season of the harvest.ò       The Talmud  
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