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NORBAMENSA IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF  

NORTH  ALABAMA  MENSA,  GROUP #356 
 

VOLUME 33,  Number 9 
 

September 2009 

“Experience is the best teacher, but a 
fool will learn from no other.” 

 Benjamin Franklin 
(1706-1790) 



North Alabama Mensa Purpose Statement 
To provide a social atmosphere and the interplay of ideas and words 
through organized activities; to encourage acceptance and friendship in a 
community of peers.  To foster personal growth and learning through 
experiments in adventure such as: meeting diverse and interesting 
people, traveling, participating in activities with other groups, contributing 
to local group efforts, offering leadership opportunities, and networking. 
 

HOW TO SUBMIT MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION 
To submit an article for publication in NORBAMENSA, mail, email or give 
your editor a semi-legible copy.  Typewritten, computer generated files, 
back of bar napkins, or any other legible format will be accepted. E-mail 
will be cheerfully and gratefully accepted. Stuff that we can’t decipher 
says whatever we want it to say! The deadline occurs at the monthly 
Dinner Meeting prior to publication, but there’s always next month. Letters 
to the editor are encouraged. 
 

NORTH ALABAMA MENSA WEB SITE 
http://www.northalabama.us.mensa.org 

 

Announcement List:  
Sign up by sending an email from the email address you wish to use to: 

NorthAlabamaMensa-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 

NORBAMENSA STAFF 
 

Editor: Louise Hardin 
PO Box 485, Meridianville, AL 35759-0485 
Phone:   (256) 829-5460 
E-mail:   louise.hardin@gmail.com 
 

Circulation Manager: Roger Williams 
7005 Hedgemont Lane SE, Huntsville AL 35802 
Phone:   (256) 883-0178 
E-mail:   rogerwms@juno.com 
 

USPS-695-450 
NORBAMENSA, published monthly, is the official publication of North Alabama Mensa, 
group #356.  Current members of American mensa, Ltd. who reside in north Alabama or 
affiliate with the North Alabama Mensa Chapter receive NORBAMENSA through a part of 
their national dues.  Anyone else, Mensan or non-Mensan, may subscribe at an annual rate 
of $7.00 plus sufficient pre-addressed stick-on mailing labels for the duration of the 
subscription. Known office of publication: 7005 Hedgemont Lane, Huntsville AL 35802. 
 

Periodical postage paid at Huntsville, AL. 
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes (Form 3575) to American Mensa Ltd., 
1229 Corporate Drive West, Arlington TX 76006-6103 
 

NORBAMENSA provides advertising as a service to our members and business owners.  
Audience is approximately 250 Mensans, their families, and a variety of other intelligent life 
forms both locally and nationwide.  Rates $7.50 per 1/4 page, $30.00 per full page. 
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NORTH ALABAMA MENSA INFORMATION 

 

Local Secretary - Mike Wilkinson  
4903 Saddle Ridge Dr., Owens Cross Roads, AL  35763  
(256) 541-5720  [mhwilk@comcast.net]  
 

Membership Chair - Travis Hardin  
P.O. Box 485 (235 Wells Rd), Meridianville, AL   35759  
(256) 829-5460   [th@intelec.us]  
 

Recording Secretary - OPEN 
 
 
 

Trea$urer - Roger Williams 
7005 Hedgemont Lane SE, Huntsville, AL   35802-2411   
(256) 883-0178  [rogerwms@juno.com] 
 

Program Chair and Lone Arranger - Walter Stenberg  
2115 Chadburn Dr. SW, Huntsville, AL 35803-1403 
[wjulius@knology.net] 
 

Testing Coordinator - Richard Randall 
114 Shoalford Drive, Huntsville, AL   35806 
(256) 837-9419  [r2rplus4@bellsouth.net] 
 

Scholarship Chair - Dwight Maxwell 
PO Box 4936, Huntsville, AL   35815 
(256) 651-8738  [tuckerbear@yahoo.com] 
 

Gifted Children Coordinator - Martha Williams 
7005 Hedgemont Lane SE, Huntsville AL   35802-2411 
(256) 883-0178  [marthafeld@earthlink.net] 
 

Publicity Chair and SIGHT Coordinator - Katherine Levine  
1215 Blevins Gap Rd SE, Huntsville, AL 35802-2707 
(256) 881-4809   [katherine.reflections@juno.com] 
 

Webmaster - Robert Ward 
10029 Willow Cove Road SE, Huntsville, AL   35803-2623 
(256) 883-6403  [bward@hiwaay.net] 
 

Community Service Chair - Cristina H. Hinkle 
2111 Edinburgh Drive, Huntsville, AL   35803 
(256) 337-7296  [Chinkle@cohesionforce.com] 
 

Regional Vice Chair - Nick Sanford 
2217 Marion St., Hoover, AL  35226 
(205) 822-0380  [MensaRVC5@gmail.com] 
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Trivia Answers  

1. California (it is more than 4,800 years old) 
2. September 4, 1957 
3. Jesse James 
4. Mork & Mindy 
5. “Don’t Worry Be Happy” by Bobby McFerrin  
6. Alfa Romeo Spider 
7. One 
8. Berries 
9. 447 years 
10. Robert Oppenheimer 
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Map to Ernestine Daniels’s home (courtesy of Map Quest) 

Monthly Dinner Meeting 
Sunday - September 20 at 6:30 p.m. at Tazikiôs 
 
This month’s meeting is at Taziki’s on 4855 Whitesburg Drive, So.  
Huntsville, AL  (phone 256 881 9155) 

 

Opera comes to Mensa.  Tim van der Veer will have a presentation 
about the local arts that is refreshing and something different.  It is de-
signed to be fun.  He is new to opera and would like share the begin-
ning of that enthusiastic interest and then participation.  He was in the 
chorus of a recent production of Macbeth.   Schedules permitting, an 
opera soloist might be able to join us with some vocal renditions.   
 

Tim is Senior Database Administrator at SAIC, having previously held 
Systems Analyst positions at BAE, InfoSurv, and Intergraph. His educa-
tion includes Management and Public Policy, Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity; MIS, Colorado School of Mines, B.S. Metallurgical Engineering. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ExCom Meeting 
Sunday - September 13 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
 
Mike Wilkinson has called an ExCom (Executive Committee) meeting 
for September 13, from 1 to 3 PM at his home. Mike resides at 4903 
Saddle Ridge Dr SE, Owens Cross Roads, AL.  From Huntsville, go 
South on Hwy 431 until you get to the Cecil Ashburn intersection (by 
the Wal-Mart and Publix), turn directly South down “Taylor Rd.” and go 
several blocks to Saddle Ridge Dr. & turn right.  Mike’s number is (256) 
536-0160, if you need more directions.  

 
 All members welcome to attend, only ExCom members can vote. Final 
agenda is in work.  Items being considered include appointing a secre-
tary, planning for the Pep rally, and electronic communication guide-
lines.  Please email Mike any recommendations for items to be dis-
cussed at the ExCom meeting mhwilk@comcast.net. 

 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Refer a friend for Mensa membership & win!  
 

The first winner in the quarterly referral drawing is Jessica B. Burstrem of 

Casa Grande, Ariz. Jessica wins a $30 American Mensa gift certificate! 

Want to play? Refer your friends at www.us.mensa.org/referrals, and 

your name will be entered in the drawing. 
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Mensa Admission Test 
October 17, 2009 

 
Pass This Article onto Your Friends!  

 
If you're interested in becoming a member of Mensa, you are welcome 
to attend the next scheduled, supervised test on October 17, 2009 from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  The test will be held at the Huntsville Madison 
County Public Library Main Branch, 915 Monroe St., Huntsville, AL, on 
the first floor Auditorium. 
 
The Mensa admission tests takes two hours to complete and are com-
posed of two tests featuring questions involving logic and deductive 
reasoning. If you score at or above the 98th percentile on either of the 
two tests, you'll qualify and be invited to join Mensa.  
 
Please note that American Mensa cannot test individuals younger than 
14 years of age.  Also, if English isn't your primary language, American 
Mensa offers a battery of culture fair, non-language tests.  The culture 
fair battery is available by appointment only. 
 
Further, please note that individuals can only take a test or test battery 
once. 
 
Registration and testing will take approximately 2 hours.  Walk-ins will 
be accepted, but in order to reserve a spot, please send a check for the 
amount of $40 made out to American MENSA to cover the cost of the 
test.  Picture identification (i.e. drivers license) is required to register 
and take the test.  (Note: if you received a $5 coupon at one of our 
events, please bring it with you to take the test for $35). 
  
Children under the age of 17 must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian at registration.   
 
For further information, contact Rich Randall, North Alabama MENSA 
Testing Coordinator, 114 Shoalford Rd., Huntsville, AL 35806, 
r2rplus4@bellsouth.net.   
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Free GMAT Review Month 
 
 

Gather up your MBA and business school friends: September is Free 
GMAT Month! 

Anyone with a qualifying score for Mensa membership on the GMAT 
can submit it at no cost for review. A score of 95 percent or higher 
qualifies.  The promotion will run from Sept. 1 - 30, 2009. A person 
must send in their application by Sept. 30, but can submit their test 
scores by Dec. 31, 2009. This is to compensate for the time it takes to 
receive requested test scores. On the application, the applicant needs 
to input "Free GMAT Month" in the promotional box. 

If you have any questions, please e-mail me at 
laurenf@americanmensa.org. You may start promoting this in your area 
on Sept. 1. 

Lauren A. Fernandez  
Marketing Coordinator  
American Mensa, Ltd. 
(817)607-0060 ext. 5542 
www.us.mensa.org  
Twitter @americanmensa 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

North Alabama Mensans sighted at the 
Birmingham Regional Gathering! 
 
 

Several chapter members were on hand at the Birmingham RG over 
the weekend of August 5-7.  Shirley Sims Shepard was observing the 
duties of an RG chair.  She and Ken also participated in Kid’s Trek, as 
did Bob and Barbara Ward, in cooperation with  Martha Williams.  Other 
members were sighted in the games room (where Kelley Morger 
demonstrated games), or listening to speakers, or browsing the through 
the huge book sale, or catching up with old friends in hospitality, or 
eating chocolate, or enjoying the ever popular Mensa Bowl!  All had a 
good time, and I hope all look forward to participating in Huntsville’s 
2010 RG. 

12 

mailto:laurenf@americanmensa.org


Conversations with Mensa 

 
Sponsored by the Mensa Foundation, Conversations with Mensa takes 
the new ideas and fresh insights shared through the Foundation's 
activities and brings them to members and the public in an easy-to-use 
format. 
 
Our latest installment follows American Mensa's best known "verbivore" 
Richard Lederer as he discusses a lifetime evolving his interests and 
pursuits - and always achieving success.  In this 48-minute 
conversation, former child actor and Mensan Myles Jeffrey finds out 
what can be learned from Richard's life experience. 
 
Conversations with Mensa is available via the Foundation web site at 
http://www.mensafoundation.org/conversations for online play or 
download. 
 
Conversations is also available on iTunes.  Search for "Mensa" via the 
iTunes store or visit our page directly at 
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?
id=317327876 
 
If you enjoy the series, we hope that you'll take the time to rate or 
express your opinions on iTunes!  Please direct ideas for future 
podcasts to conversations@mensafoundation.org. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

“Prejudices, it is well known, are most difficult to eradicate from the 
heart whose soil has never been loosened or fertilized by education; 

they grow there, firm as weeds among stones.'” 
 

 Charlotte Bronte  
(English novelist, noted for Jane Eyre (1847), 1816-1855) 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
     “Nothing in education is so astonishing as the amount of ignorance it 

accumulates in the form of inert facts.” 
 

 Henry Brooks Adams (American writer, 1838-1918) 
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The Topic is Trivia  
Courtesy of Valeta Glover  
 

1. Where is the oldest living tree, a bristlecone pine, located? 
2. When did Ford unveil its Edsel line? 
3. What famous robber was born September 5, 1847? 
4. What TV show made Robin Williams famous? 
5. The first a cappella song to hit No.1 (hint: September 24, 1988.) 
6. What car did Dustin Hoffman drive in “The Graduate”? 
7. In 1987 how many daily flights were there from Chicago to Europe? 
8. Bananas and Kiwis are both botanically classified as ____. 
9. How long did it take to find Henry VIII’s sunken flagship? 
10. Which did not win a Nobel Prize for physics:  Einstein, Bohr, 

Oppenheimer, or Schrödinger? 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

FS&M (Newsletter Production)! 
Sunday, September 27 at 7:00 PM 
 
The Sept 2009 Fold, Staple, & Mutilate will be held at Ernestine Daniel's 
home on Sunday, September 27 @ 7:00 p.m. Free Training! 
 

Ernestine’s address is:  8335 White Flag LN, Apartment 1707, 
Huntsville.  It's in the Lily Flag Station Apartment complex and is easiest 
to find if you come in the southern entrance off of Superior Avenue. 
 

Her phone number is (256) 880-6856, if you need directions.  (Map on 
page 13, courtesy of MapQuest.) 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Brunch - Sunday, September 6 at 12:30 

 
Join fellow Mensans for Brunch at Mezza Luna in Jones Valley (end of 
the Hobby Lobby building) 
 
They have a really great brunch menu, and I've yet to see more than a 
few folks there at Sunday brunch times so there shouldn't be a wait.  
Three kinds of Eggs Benedict, quiche, 4 kinds of omelets and 7 other 
breakfast specialties in addition to regular eggs and some sandwiches, 
pizzas and desserts. Prices start at $6 for biscuits and gravy and $7 for 
the quiche or the 2 egg breakfast. Their menu (without prices) is on 
their website at www.mezzalunahuntsville.com.  Hostess: Katherine 
Levine 
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Other Upcoming RGs 
 

Peachtreat! 
 

Please come and join us in celebrating the 40th anniversary of the first 
lunar landing. Come remember with us as we enjoy food, games, 
speakers and other activities organized around this theme. Meals are 
included except for Saturday night dinner. Registration $65 by 7/1, $70 
by 9/5, $75 after. Checks payable to Mensa in Georgia. Holiday Inn 
Select Perimeter, 4386 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road, Atlanta, GA 30341; 
770/457-6363. SR/DR $87 (includes breakfast buffet). Room rates 
guaranteed until 9/14. S CD 10 and under, H RP 9/12 cutoff. Visit http://
georgia.us.mensa.org/rg2009 or contact Alice Rogers, 319 Mountain 
Dr., Stone Mountain, GA 30087; 770/498-6213; alcat98@bellsouth.net. 
  
Sep 25, 2009 12:00 PM Until Sep 27, 2009 12:00 PM Atlanta, GA For 
more information contact:   Alice Rogers alcat98@bellsouth.net 
770/498-6213   http://georgia.us.mensa.org/rg2009 
PSï Speakerôs wanted: If you want to be a speaker at this event- 
contact Roger Grabman at (770) 449-5327; email 
rwgmiga@mindspring.com  
 

How to Host an Event 
 

Have you ever said to yourself “I wish our Mensa group 
would….”? 
 

Do you want to know how to make that happen?  It is easy!  
Decide what event you want to do, pick a time and place, and 
send the details to your newsletter editor.   
 

We’ll let you know if there are any conflicts for that time. We’ll put 
it on the calendar.  We can arrange to give you a Mensa logo 
sign for the event so that others can find you.  You decide if it is a 
family event, adults only, friends welcome, or other criteria.  
 

What type of events?  Whatever you like!  How about meeting for 
a movie or Karaoke or trivia games or a sporting event or a 
museum as a group?  Or hosting an event at your home - a craft 
party, book discussion, card games?  An outdoor event - Frisbee 
golf, a picnic, stargazing, fishing, golfing?  Remember - Mensa is 
you!  Our members live across North Alabama, and an event in 
your area will give you an opportunity to meet other nearby 
Mensans - one might be a neighbor!  
 5 

Mensaversaries! 
 
Jerry Riley Brookshire 1977 Thomas Franklin Craig 1979 
Thomas Watts DeLong 1979 Eileen Reed Bailey 1982 
Anne M Bauer 1982 Robert William Bond 1983 
Barbara Joan Ward 1987 Patricia J Bartley 1995 
Lori Jones 2002 Bruce E Wallace 2002 
Nickolas T Kioutas 2005 Johnny Wilborn 2007 
Susan Scott 2007 Susan Heath Fletcher 2008 
 

September Birthdays 
 
 

COL (R) Douglas R Baker 9/1 William Adams Jr 9/2 
Diana T Halsey 9/3 Larry A Bauer 9/7 
Jessica L Busse 9/7 Kelly Michele Morger 9/10 
Michael Ray McDaniel 9/15 Eileen Reed Bailey 9/17 
Richard Gregg II 9/17 Amelia M Oneil 9/21 
Martha Williams 9/21 Donald M Midkiff 9/26  
Michael Petty 9/29 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Member News 
 

Welcome to new member Mark D. Metzger! 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

Looking for FS&M Hosts! 
 
If you would like to host FS&M (Fold, Staple and Mutilate), that is our 
newsletter production event, contact Ernestine Daniels at (256) 880-
6856 or erd358@hiwaay.com. Requirements are: a table for collating 
and folding, an outlet for the stapler and an hour-and-a-half.  Hosts 
usually provide light snacks. Event is the last weekend of the month—
your choice of Friday evening, Saturday or Sunday (provided Roger is 
available to work his magic with the stapler). Opportunities available for 
October, November and January. Some hosts hold other social events 
following this, such as a pot-luck, a games event, or other social 
activity.  It’s a great way to meet fellow Mensans in a quiet environment. 
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September Event Details 
 
 

Friday, September 4, 5:30 pm:  
Temperance @ Timôs Cajun Kitchen, 114 Jordan Lane, just 
North of I-565, Huntsville. (256) 533-7589 
Support the removal of alcohol by drinking it up— or just 
unwind with an appetizer, dinner or dessert. 
 

Sunday, September 6, 12:30—2:00  
Brunch @ Mezza Luna, 2724 Carl T. Jones Dr., Huntsville 
(phone 256-650-2514) 
See details on page 4 

 

Sunday, September 13, 1:00-3:00:  
ExCom Meeting @ Wilkinson’s 
See details and directions on page 2 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 6:30 pm:  
Letôs Eat - Huntsville @ Jason’s Deli, 4800 Whitesburg, Ste 4, 
Huntsville. (256) 883-7300 http://www.jasonsdeli.com/  
No topic—just random conversation and fine food with fellow 
Mensans and their families. Hostess: Katherine Levine 
 

Sunday, September 20, 6:30 pm:  
Monthly Dinner Meeting @ Taziki’s on 4855 Whitesburg 
Drive, So.  Huntsville, AL  (phone 256 881 9155) 
See details of location and speaker on page 2 

 

Wednesday, September 23, 5:30 pm:  
Letôs Eat - Madison  @ Surin of Thailand; 7840 Hwy 72 W, 
Madison. (256) 895-3331  
Another opportunity to have fun with fellow Mensans,  Hosted 
by Louise Hardin and Susan Scott. 

 

Sunday, September 27, 6:30 pm:  
Family Sunday Dinner @ China Buffet II; 10020 S Memorial 
Pkwy, in front of Home Depot. (256) 881-8810 Bring the family 
out to dinner! Hosted by Don & Joan Derry and Katherine 
Levine.  

 

Saturday, September 27: 7:00 pm:  
FS&M @ Ernestine Daniel's Home, 8335 White Flag LN, 
Apartment 1707, Huntsville,  (256) 880-6856 
See details and directions on page 4, map page 13 
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AML officer directory goes online 
 
An online directory of Local Group officers has been added to 
www.us.mensa.org — and it’s updated each business day! The 
directory includes phone numbers and email addresses; it will be 
especially helpful for folks seeking a SIGHT contact, for locating 
Area Coordinators within groups, or for just getting in touch with 
a LocSec or Editor. 
 
The new directory is under the Members menu and can be 
reached directly at www.us.mensa.org/officerdirectory or under 
Group Officers on Inside AML. The directory includes submenus 
to contacts within SIGs, the AMC, the Foundation and the 
National Office. 
 
Please note that we currently list officers and contact information 
as on file with the National Office. If you are an officer and your 
information listed is incorrect, please visit your Profile Update 
page to make necessary corrections. If your group Web site or 
officers are listed incorrectly, please contact the Groups Services 
Manager at LocalGroups@americanmensa.org or 817/607-0060 
ext. 5528. 
 
In addition, please note that the member directory, previously 
listed as Directory, has been renamed Member Directory and is 
still under the Members menu. 
 
Reprinted from the September 2007 AML Today 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

“Bigotry is the disease of ignorance, of morbid minds; 
enthusiasm of the free and buoyant. Education and free 
discussion are the antidotes of both.” 
 
 Thomas Jefferson (American 3rd US President (1801-09). 
Author of the Declaration of Independence. 1762-1826) 
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September 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 
5:30 PM 
Temperance @ 
Timôs Cajun  

5 

6 

12:30  Brunch 
@ Mezza Luna  

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
1:00  ExCom 
Meeting @ Mike 
Wilkinsonôs 

14 15 16 

6:30  Letôs Eat 
Huntsville  
@ Jasonôs Deli 
on Whitesburg 

17 18 19 

20 

6:30 pm 
Dinner Meeting  
@ Tazikiôs 

21 22 23 

5:30  Letôs Eat 
Madison  
@ Surin 

24 25 26 

276:30 pm @ 

China Buffet II 
7:00 FS&M @ 
Ernestineôs 

28 29 30    
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